
Winchfield Annual Parish Assembly 

Monday 20 May 2024



Chairman’s Report



Agenda

1. Apologies

2. To confirm and sign the minutes of the Annual 

Parish Assembly held on 15 May 2023

3. Chairman’s Report

4. Financial Report for the year ended 31 March 2024

5. Community Benefit Projects

6. Winchfield Greening Campaign & Climate Change 

Initiatives 

7. Open Forum



WPC has a new website

www.winchfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk



Our first Newsletter has been delivered



Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan 2022-2037

• Made by HDC 25 Jan 24

• Applies to all planning applications in Winchfield

• Carries significant weight at Planning Inquiries – 

Potbridge , Land adjacent to Winchfield Court

• Will be highly relevant when HDC review and 

update the Local Plan in 2025



2 sites were shortlisted for public consultation. 

In February 2023, the first public consultations was held to 

obtain feedback on the proposed sites

A Public meeting was held on 26th June 2023.

English Rural  continues to re-examine the commercial 

modelling of both proposed RES sites given the on-going 

challenges with construction costs

The Working Group is considering the comments received from 

the Planning Inspectorate following the outcome of the appeal 

at Land North of Winchfield Court and awaits the outcome of 

another planning appeal at that location and what influence 

those comments may have on the sites as a viable location. 

We hope to be able to conclude both these exercises in the 

coming months.

A Rural Exception Site in Winchfield –  update 



Footpaths

Work completed last year

FP2 – steps repaired

FP 501 – new footbridge

FP5/6 – improved drainage

Planned work this year

FP1 and FP 501– new 

kissing gates to replace stiles

FP4 – raise surface levels

Regular cutting of all footpaths



Highways

WPC has a good relationship 

with HCC Highways 

Last year outcomes:

• Pale Lane Junction – HCC upgrade 

plans

• Drains cleared on Pale Lane

• Charrington Farm – Operating 

licence

Planned HCC tasks:

• Open drains on Taplins Farm Lane

• Bagwell Lane gullies

• Flooding on B3016

• Flooding on Station Road

• Pale Lane bridge railings

Report potholes at fixmystreet.com or via HCC website





Villages Oppose Warehouses

• A proposed application to build a group of five very large 
industrial warehouses on prime agricultural land on 
Lodge Farm, near J5 of the M3. 

• The developers predict 14000 traffic movements per 
day, many of which will have to travel through the 
nearby villages. 

• The site is prone to flooding and contains streams and 
waterways that feed into the nearby river Whitewater.



What will it look like?

Please keep up to date on 

www.villagesopposewarehouses.org



Financial Report



Actual Receipts and Payments for y.e. 31 March 2024

• Relatively modest expenditure compared to prior years 
on Planning & NDP as NDP was finalised and “made” in 
2023/24

• £6.8k spent on maintenance and improvements to 
footpaths; notably substantial improvements to the 
drainage on footpaths 4 & 5.  The work was primarily 
funded from Community Benefit Fund

• Financial situation strengthened as closing reserves 
increase by £13.8k to £56.1k

£k £k
Receipts

Precept 32.4              
Solar 3.2                
Coronation Grant 0.7                
VAT refund 8.1                
Other 0.8                

45.2           
Payments

Running costs (8.3)
Planning/NDP (4.8)
Grants/donations (5.2)
Community Benefit Fund (8.7)
Repairs & Maintenance (1.7)
VAT (2.7)

(31.4)

13.8

Opening reserves 42.3
Movement in year 13.8
Closing reserves 56.1



WPC Budget for 2024/25
• Budget approved at January 2024 meeting

• Precept per household for 2024/25 remains unchanged for fourth year running

• Budget builds up reserves so sufficient funding will be 

available should there be any development proposals by 

HDC

• A further £6.3k added to the Community Project Fund to 

fund community projects within Winchfield

• Maintenance fund funds maintenance of  footpaths, 

SIDs and defibrillators

• Further increase to the general reserve as advised by 

the WPC auditor

Budget expenses 2024/25

£'k

Running costs 7.7                

Planning/NDP 11.5             

Grants and donations 5.2                

Community Benefit Fund 6.3                

Maintenance fund 3.0                

General reserve 3.2                

Other 0.9                

37.8             



WPC Community Project Funds

• Specific reserves are available for investment in community projects – Community 

Funds held by WPC (below) and s106 funds (overleaf)

• At April 2024 the Community Project and Community Benefit Fund total £29k 

– Community Benefit Fund has £18k available from the annual annuity from 

the Oakfield solar farms 

– This fund is available for “charitable, educational, environmental and 

amenity purposes… where possible for promotion of sustainable energy 

and uses….not for political, religious or entertainment and hospitality 

purposes”

– Community Project Fund, established in 2023, has £11k in reserves.  

Relative to the Benefit Fund and s106, there is greater flexibility over how 

Project Funds may be invested



WPC s106 monies update 

• At April 2024, c.£22k of s106 funds held by Hart District Council for capital 

projects within Winchfield 

• Projects must have “a demonstrable leisure and community benefit”

• Funds available until June 2026

• Funding could be supplemented with monies from existing WPC reserves

• Projects considered and not yet advanced 

• Improving access to the canal towpath falling within WPC’s boundary  

• Facilitating improvements to Winchfield’s broadband speeds

• Providing facilities to diversify use of an existing community building

• Investing in land made available for use by the community, e.g., village 

orchard, community park

• Early stage exploration of “green” energy projects for village hall

• Future suggestions for s106 and community projects are encouraged and 

welcomed



Community Benefit Projects



Community Benefit Projects



SID – Speed Indicator Device

• Winchfield now has 8 licensed SID locations across 
the village.

• During 2023 SID regularly recorded a reduction in 
speed of up to 5mph.

• SID is rotated across each site every 3 weeks with 
batteries being swapped weekly.

• SID reports are uploaded onto the Winchfield 
Parish Council website regularly.

• WPC is seeking interest from the wider community 
to support a Speed Watch Scheme in partnership 
with Hampshire Police.

• WPC would welcome volunteers to support 
moving SID around the village - contact Cllr. Louise 
Hodgetts or the WPC Clerk.



Life Saving Defibrillators 

• Winchfield now has 8 defibrillators. 

• All defibs are part of the National Defibrillator Network ‘The 
Circuit’, which is linked directly with the NHS ambulance service.

• All cabinets have labels which detail the Postcode, Location 
Name and unique ///what3words to ensure it is easy for anyone 
to provide the location of the defib to the emergency services.

• Thank you to all our dedicated guardians who check devices 
weekly and those private benefactors who have provided each 
device.

• The WPC arranged Defib & CPR training was very well attended 
with 28 people now able to use their skill to potentially save a 
life. More training is being arranged for 2024

• To register your interest please contact Cllr Louise Hodgetts or 
the WPC Clerk.

Defib Locations

Barley Mow Pub

Village Hall

Winchfield Station

Bagwell Lane (Court Cottage)

Winchfield Court

Hurst Farm Workshop

Dignity Pet Crematorium

The Phoenix Inn Pub



Winchfield Greening Campaign 

& Climate Change Initiatives



Winchfield Greening Campaign

• Fully inclusive Climate Change initiative designed to be an 

effective community response to an international problem

• As members of Winchfield we can feel we have influence 

by acting together

• With the backing of the Greening Campaign, which is running 

in village and towns across the country, we are in the process of 

setting up a one year programme of activity and behaviour 

change based on the five 'Pillars'

• The five Pillars are; 

   Space for Nature; Energy Efficient Homes; Health & Wellbeing;

   Cycle of the Seed; and Waste Prevention





5 Pillars of the Greening Campaign

• Space for Nature

• Nature needs our help and so The Greening Campaign will bring Expert Support from the 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust (or a relevant organization). Learn the skills to change 
spaces in the community and make a real difference for nature.

• Energy Efficient Warmer Homes

• The first thing we need to do is reduce our energy consumption and the Greening Campaign 
has a programme to show how energy leaves our homes increasing bills as it leaves.

• The Greening Campaign has partnered with the Sustainability Centre and the Environment 
Centre to bring some easy solutions and information on grants available to reduce energy loss.

• Simple changes save money and save CO2 so this is an important Pillar that is well timed with 
the Energy Crisis.



• Health and Well Being

• A different climate is already bringing challenges to keeping ourselves active and well. The high 
temperatures earlier this year showed how our bodies can be affected by even a small rise.

• Mental Health is also affected by fears for our future.

• A Health Professional will support and help tackle and raise awareness on keeping the community 
safe in changing times.

• Cycle of the Seed

• An inspiring new programme to encourage food growing in the community, open discussion around 
Food Security, and bring education around the issues connected to soil health.

• Lots of activities all presented in a new Information support pack to help residents in the community 
come together to learn new skills and support each other.

• Waste Prevention

• This new programme will encourage residents in the community to prevent waste. This is not about 
recycling waste or even reusing waste but how do we actually stop waste.

• The Hampshire County Council Waste Team are supporting The Greening Campaign to deliver this 
programme to 20 communities in Hampshire.



Energy Efficient Warmer Homes

• One of the first initiatives of the Greening 
Campaign will be running in the winter months 
where we will be offering you the chance to use a 
thermal imaging camera to assess your home for 
heat loss.

• The thermal images will identify the gaps in 
insulation, draughts and heating problems etc in 
your home.

• We will then provide you with information of 
where you can go to for help to reduce the heat 
loss.

• The gain for residents is a lower heating bill.

• The gain for the planet is a reduction in carbon 
footprint.

.



PUBLIC MEETING

Monday 17 June 2024, 7.30pm, 

Winchfield Village Hall

The Greening Campaign tackles climate change at a 
community level where everyone is included and everyone has 

a role to play. Come and hear the founder of The Greening 
Campaign talk about the programme and how we can make a 

change in Winchfield.

www.greening-campaign.org

Supported by Winchfield Parish Council



Open Forum
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