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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WINCHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY 19 MAY 2025 AT 7.30PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT: Clir Meyrick Williams (Chairman), Cllr Cepta Hamm, ClIr Louise Hodgetts, Clir
Richard Milnes-James and ClIr Kate Stewart (Winchfield Parish Council — WPC),

8 Members of the public
Litter Pick Co-ordinator
Mrs Alison Ball (Clerk)

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: That CllIr Williams be appointed as Chairman (proposed by ClIr Milnes-
James, seconded by ClIr Stewart) for the 2025/2026 municipal year. Cllr Williams signed
the declaration of acceptance of office.

2 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from ClIr Tim Davies, Hampshire County Council (HCC), Clirs
Anne Crampton, Tim Southern and Spencer Farmer, Hart District Council (HDC), the
Footpaths Warden and members of the Neighbourhood Policing Team.

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS
UNDER S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011
ClIr Stewart declared an interest in Agenda Item 19.2, Land North of Winchfield Court, as
a close neighbour to the site.

Cllrs Milnes-James and Williams declared an interest in item 20.12, Requests for Grants,
as members of the Winchfield Festival Limited Company.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None.
5 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17 March 2025 be
approved and signed as a correct record.

6 MATTERS ARISING
None.
7 BEAUCLERK GREEN

It was noted that at the last meeting it had been agreed that as a one off gesture, the Parish
Council would be pleased to receive a grant application from the Beauclerk Green
Residents Association to cover the cost of the application for the cultivation licence for the
first three years of operation. This grant application had not yet been received and the
Parish Council had no update on progress.
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9.1

It was agreed to remove this item from future agendas as the situation was now in the hands
of the Residents Association.

HAMPSHIRE DEVOLUTION & LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
This item had been covered in detail at the earlier Annual Parish Assembly Meeting.

It was noted that HDC had recently conducted a Community Governance Review seeking
views on the current set up and arrangement of parish councils. WPC had responded to the
specific questions in the consultation as follows:

“- The Parish Council considers that the current establishment of five Councillors and one
Clerk remains appropriate for Winchfield;

- Notwithstanding the uncertainty of how local government reorganisation in Hampshire
will impact parish and town councils by 2028, Winchfield Parish Council considers that
given the unique nature of Winchfield within Hart we need to remain as a discrete parish
council. We have invested heavily in preparing two consecutive Neighbourhood Plans to
illustrate and sustain Winchfield’s unique character within Hart;

- Winchfield Parish Council is concerned that if Hart proceeds with the current timetable,
the feedback received during the consultation may be limited or unrepresentative. Parish
councils simply will not have had enough time to review, consult, and agree on any
possible changes. Decision-making at the Town and Parish level is subject to legal
requirements and, in cases like this, will likely involve coordination between multiple
neighbouring councils. We strongly recommend that a further consultation is held in Hart
after Hampshire County Council submits its final proposal to the Government on
devolution and local government reorganisation later this year.”

The response was noted.
HIGHWAYS REPORT
Updates from HCC Highways:

Pale Lane

It was understood that HCC planned to carry out a investigation along the gullies that should
have been moving surface water from the Winchfield Court side of the road to the ditches
on the opposite side of Pale Lane.

Sewage Pumping Station

The Highways Assistant Manager had asked the Flood and Water Management Team to
write to the landowner concerned to ask that the ditch alongside the sewage pumping station
be cleared. This would not be a priority for the Flood and Water Management Team as no
properties were at risk from this flooding.

Chatter Alley/ The Hurst Junction
The local Highways Engineer was yet to observe the flooding at this junction during heavy
rainfall but would do so at the next opportunity.

Taplins Farm Lane

HCC had previously advised that the additional markers on the corner of Taplins Farm Lane
along the edge of the open ditch between the two farm entrances to highlight the ditch to
drivers would be ordered in the new financial year and as it was now the new financial year
it was hoped that this had been done.
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9.2

9.3

9.4
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Station Road

Work to help alleviate the flooding on Station Road had been due to be carried out in the
2024/2025 financial year but this had not happened. It was noted that signs giving advance
warning of a road closure on Station Road for 22 May had recently gone up. This would be
checked to see if it was for the drainage works.

Flooding on the Highway

An email had been received from a member of the public advising that in November he had
reported a blockage in the pipe culvert conveying the watercourse under the entrance to the
scrap yard, noting that the water was flowing onto Totters Lane causing flooding and, in
colder months, icing north of the M3 overbridge. Nothing appeared to have been done on
the ground about this. The Chairman advised that this was a low priority for HCC as no
properties were at risk from this flooding.

Update on the Barley Mow Junction

Cllr Hodgetts reported that she was waiting for HCC to advise the outcome of the review
of the Community Funded Initiative scheme. Once this was known it was hoped to progress
with moving the signs and lines to create better visibility at this junction.

B3016/ Accidents

As agreed at the last meeting a letter had been sent to HCC requesting that the 50mph zone
on the B3016 be reviewed with the intention of extending the limit and/or reducing the
limit to 40mph. This was in response to a number of accidents, especially around the
entrance to the pet crematorium. A response had been received which advised that HCC
had identified an emerging pattern of collisions in the area surrounding the pet
crematorium. This meant that the Casualty Reduction Team would add the section of road
to the programme for further investigation which would include consideration of a 40mph
limit. The outcome of this review could be a reduction in the speed limit or it might be that
HCC would find that improved signage and road markings would be appropriate. This
would be kept under review.

FOOTPATHS REPORT

It was noted that the Footpaths Warden had given his apologies for the meeting but he had
given an update to the Chairman prior to the meeting. He had highlighted the stiles on
FP15 were in need of attention and noted that the tree that had come down across Hook 1
was still in place but the footpath was passable.

The new Community Engagement Ranger at HCC had been invited to attend a future
meeting or come for an informal chat.

At the last meeting it had been reported that the steps on Footpath 2 on the north side of
the railway line were in poor condition and needed replacing again. This had been reported
to HCC and an update would be requested.

SPRING NEWSLETTER
It was noted that the Spring Newsletter had been distributed and was available on the WPC
website.

Any items for the next edition, which would be out in the autumn, needed to be submitted
by mid-September.
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GREENING CAMPAIGN
A update on this campaign had been given at the Annual Parish Assembly meeting earlier
in the evening.

It was noted that the Community Mapping Walk would be taking place on Saturday 7
June, meeting at 10.30am at the Village Hall. The walk was being organised by the
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust and they would be conducting the risk
assessment and making sure the correct insurances were in place. Anyone could sign up to
take part by contacting the Clerk.

NEW BENCHES AND INFORMATION BOARDS

Cllr Stewart advised that, following a request from a resident, at the last meeting it had
been agreed to give support to a project for the purchase of benches to be gifted to
communities in the village for placement in public areas. This would be funded from s106
money, or, if not available, from the Community Benefit Fund. It was agreed that the
benches should be made from sustainable materials with minimal maintenance needed but
the exact type of bench would be agreed with the local residents. ClIr Stewart asked that
residents come forward with suggestions for locations for the benches. She would work
with residents at Beauclerk Green to see what bench would be suitable for them as this
was where the original request came from.

It was noted that previously support had been given to the consideration of creating an
information board to be placed in the bus shelter. ClIr Stewart would contact HCC to see
if permission would be needed for this as it would be visible from the highway.

LITTERPICK
The Litter Pick Co-ordinator confirmed that the date for the autumn litter pick had not yet
been set but she would advise of the date as soon as possible.

UPDATE ON THE SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE

CllIr Hodgetts advised that the new SID, which was very big and heavy, would shortly be
installed at The Hurst. This would be a semi-permanent location with the SID being rotated
at intervals to face each direction.

UPDATE ON THE DEFIBRILLATORS
Cllr Hodgetts thanked the guardians for continuing to check all the defibrillators on a
regular basis. She advised that none of the defibs had been used since the last meeting.

CllIr Hodgetts was trying to get another training session organised and would publicise the
date as soon as she had been able to confirm this with the volunteers from the Rapid
Response Team at the Frimley Heath Foundation Trust who had been running the sessions.

S106 MONEY
It was noted that the solar panels had now been installed on the Village Hall and were
working well.

EVENTS
A update on the events that had been held and those yet to come had been given at the
Annual Parish Assembly meeting earlier in the evening.

It was noted that the Winchfield Village Choir had several concerts booked in and this
included performing at a wedding.
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The Events Working Group had met for the first time.

19 PLANNING

19.1 Applications received since the last meeting:
25/00416/HOU Orchard house, Old Potbridge Road
Erection of extensions and alterations and erection of detached garage with space above.
WPC submitted a detailed response before the deadline on 9 April.
25/00821/PREAPP Ashley Lodge, Odiham Road
Demolition of existing care home and construction of 16 residential units, together with
associated landscaping and parking. Prior to the meeting the Chairman had circulated
suggested comments to submit for consideration by HDC before issuing an opinion on this
pre-application.

RESOLVED: to submit the following comment to HDC:

“Winchfield Parish Council (WPC) supports, at this outline stage, a development of this
size on Previously Developed Land, notwithstanding that the site is not within one of the
three settlement areas defined in the Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan (WNP) 2022-2037.
Please refer to paragraph 7.24 of the WNP.

The full application should pay particular attention to WNP policies NE4, NE5, NE6, NE7,
BE1, BE3, BE4 and BES.

The parking provision proposed in the pre-application does not comply with WNP Policy
BE5 (Residential Parking). A development of 10 two bed and six 3 bed properties requires
a total of 54 parking spaces as well as cycle storage and turning facilities for vehicles.
The elevation images for each unit appear to be 3 storeys in height which does not align
with WNP Policy BE1 (New Development) — i.e. a town house is not in keeping with the
housing in the village.

WPC welcome a new development to replace the old care home, and a mix of 2-3 bed
properties aligns with our target housing mix in WNP 2022-2037.

WPC would expect to see an undiluted affordable homes provision made within the
development.

WPC expects the applicant to satisfy the requirements of Policy NE7 and demonstrate the
inclusion of renewable energy generation according to latest developments and building
regulations.

With regards to the Section 106 agreement, WPC expects to be invited by HDC to help
formulate an agreement with the applicant that enables the enhancement of the open spaces
or leisure infrastructure in the Parish as a result of the development.”

25/00780/HOU Cranford House, Sation Road
Erection of a two storey front extension following demolition of existing porch and a single
storey side extension following demolition of conservatory.

RESOLVED: To submit no objection on the basis that the application conformed with the
requirements of the WNP.

(NOTE: The last two applications were received too late to appear on the agenda but it was
agreed to consider them at the meeting to prevent unnecessarily delaying the responses
being submitted.)

19.2 Land North of Winchfield Court
The Chairman was pleased to report that the appeal had been dismissed by the Planning
Inspector and the full decision could be found online. The applicant had been given until
17 July to carry out remedial works to the site. HDC had confirmed that if this did not
happen, the matter would be pursued. HDC would suggest to the applicant that the site not
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be left bare and that planting take place including some new trees. The Chairman
confirmed that he had advised that WPC would be willing to provide the trees if that
would be helpful. The decision of the Planning Inspector would apply to all seven plots of
land in this location and all land owners would be expected to comply. If any future
planning application was made in respect of these plots of land the decision on this case
would carry weight.

(NOTE: CllIr Stewart declared an interest in this item as a near neighbour. She remained in
the room during its consideration.)

19.3 Chapel Bungalow, Potbridge Road
The Chairman hoped to soon receive an update from Enforcement Officers at HDC on
what the next steps would be in relation to this site. There was currently an un-taxed van
parked on the footpath and the owners had been given two weeks to move it.

194 Paynes Cottage
It was noted that this site had been restored in line with the decision of the Planning
Inspector and this item could be removed from future agendas.

195 Hart District Local Plan Update
This had been discussed at the Annual Parish Assembly meeting earlier in the evening.

20 LENGTHSMAN SCHEME 2025/2026
The lengthsman scheme was continuing for 2025/2026 and approval was needed for WPC
to remain part of it.

RESOLVED: To sign up to the lengthsman scheme for 2025/2026 and that the Chairman
be authorised to sign the contract.

21 REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS
It was noted that the Standing Orders had been updated following notification by the
National Association of Local Councils that the national template had been updated to
ensure compliance with new procurement legislation, consistency with the new financial
regulations and to better reflect the code of conduct requirements.

RESOLVED: That the Standing Orders be approved as amended.
22 REVIEW OF RISK ASSESSMENT 2025/2026
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the Risk Assessment showing minor
amendments needed to reflect current arrangements.
RESOLVED: That the Risk Assessment 2025/26 be approved as amended.
23 REVIEW OF ASSET REGISTER 2025/2026
It was noted that the Asset Register had been reviewed and amended to include the new

SID.

RESOLVED: That the updated Asset Register 2025/26 be approved.
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24

REVIEW OF ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 2025/2026
It was noted that the Roles and Responsibilities had been reviewed and amended as

follows:
Lead Support
Communication
Website/ Communications C Hamm Clerk
Agendas & Minutes Clerk Chairman
Community Projects (inc Choir) C Hamm
Community Events C Hamm F Cornwell
Council Administration
Legal Support K Stewart Clerk
Employment Group K Stewart Clerk
HR K Stewart Chairman
Defib Maintenance & Monitoring L Hodgetts
SID Maintenance & Monitoring L Hodgetts
Noticeboards K Stewart Clerk
General Maintenance (inc Bus Shelter) M Williams Clerk
Finances
General Overview RFO/Clerk R Milnes-
James
Insurance Overview RFO/Clerk R Milnes-
James
External Representations
HDAPTC Meetings M Williams R Milnes-
James
Village Hall Management Committee C Hamm L Hodgetts
HCC Highways M Williams L Hodgetts
Funding
Grant Sourcing & Applications R Milnes-James Clerk
Section 106 Projects R Milnes-James M Williams
Highways
Speedwatch L Hodgetts K Stewart
Flooding M Williams K Stewart
Biannual Litter Pick K Stewart K Wedlock
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Projects

Defibrillators L Hodgetts C Hamm
Greening Campaign C Hamm K Stewart
Footpaths

Lengthsman Scheme Clerk M Williams
Footpaths, Gateways M Williams K Stewart
Planning

Planning Applications M Williams L Hodgetts
Neighbourhood Plan Review M Williams C Strudwick

RESOLVED: To approve the Roles and Responsibilities 2025/26 as above.
25 FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE

25.1 Q4 Summary of Receipts and Payments to 31 March 2025
The payments and receipts for 2024/25 quarter four as shown in Appendix 1 were received
and approved.

25.2 Bank Reconciliation to 31 March 2025
The bank reconciliation to 31 March 2025 as shown in Appendix 2 was received and
approved.

25.3 To receive and approve the accounts for the YE 31.03.2025
The Accounts for year ended 31 March 2025, together with the Review of Spending
against Approved Budget as at 31 March 2025, were formally received and approved.

25.4 To receive the report of the Internal Auditor for the YE 31.03.2025
The Internal Auditor’s Report, circulated before the meeting, which made no
recommendations was received and noted. Thanks were expressed to the Clerk for her
work to ensure a clean report.

25.5 To review the effectiveness of internal controls and audit for the YE 31.03.2025
The review drafted by the Clerk was adopted without amendment.

25.6 To receive and approve the Governance Statement, Section 1 of the Annual Return
for the YE 31.03.2025
The Governance Statement drafted by the Clerk was received and approved without
amendment. The Chairman and Responsible Finance Officer were authorised to sign the
Governance Statement.

25.7 To receive and approve the Accounting Statements Section 2 of the Annual Return
for the YE 31.03.2025
The Accounting Statement drafted by the Clerk was received and approved without
amendment. The Chairman and Responsible Finance Officer were authorised to sign the
Accounting Statement.

8 of 13 May 2025



25.8 To approve the dates for the Electors Rights
A draft notice setting out the details of the public right to inspect the accounts and details
of the publication of the unaudited annual governance and accountability return had been
circulated before the meeting and it was agreed that the accounts would be available for
inspection between Tuesday 3 June and Monday 14 July 2025.

25.9 To confirm no conflicts of interest with external auditor BDO
It was confirmed that there was no conflicts of interest with BDO Ltd.

25.10 To review banking and insurance arrangements
The banking arrangements were reviewed and agreed as appropriate.

The Clerk had sought quotes from three insurers for the coming year. Zurich had not
responded. The other two were brokers recommending different insurers. It was agreed to
renew the insurance with Hicoxs via ajg group as this was the cheaper quote. It was agreed
to sign up to a three year long term agreement.

RESOLVED: To renew the insurance policy with Hiscox at £485.57 and that a three year
long term agreement be approved.

25.11  To review authorised bank signatories
It was agreed that the current arrangements for the bank signatories was sufficient.

25.12  Grants for Approval
Requests for grants had been received from the Dogmersfield, Winchfield and Crookham
Village Horticultural Society to sponsor the craft tent at the annual show; from the
Winchfield Parochial Church Council to help with the maintenance of the graveyard; and
from the Winchfield Festival for help with the cost of carrying out groundworks on a piece
of land to be used for future community events including the festival.

The Chair of the Winchfield Festival had advised that it was hoped that the Festival would
run in June 2026. The plan was to hold one to two events each day using the recreation
field adjacent to the Barley Mow, St Mary’s Church, the Canal Car Park and the Bridge
Area on Sprats Hatch Lane and tow path. Events would be musical from multiple genre,
drama and including events of local interest. It was anticipated that the field next to the
Barley Mow would be prepared over the summer 2025 to put the ground into better
condition. This would include clearing bramble and verges, clearing ditches to improve
drainage and generally tidying and securing the area.

The councillors discussed the proposal raising some concerns about the field being in the
ownership of Punch Taverns and therefore no guarantee of its future availability for public
events. The Chair of the Winchfield Festival confirmed that a legal agreement would be
needed with the Barley Mow to ensure use of the field for some time. It was noted that an
application for a temporary event notice would be made to HDC and if this was not
approved the event would not be able to go ahead. It was suggested that permission be
sought from Punch Taverns before making any firm plans. It was noted that when the
application was made to list the pub and the field as assets of community value the two
were treated separately. The Clerk agreed to find the paperwork relating to this. Councillors
suggested that local suppliers be sought for as many items for the Festival as possible. It
was agreed to see if it would be possible to use the income from the solar farms to fund
this project, if this was not possible the funding would need to come from the Community
Benefit Fund.
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RESOLVED: That (1) a grant of £200 be made to the Dogmersfield, Winchfield and
Crookham Village Horticultural Society to sponsor the craft tent at the annual show; (2) a
grant of £2,000 be made to the Winchfield Parochial Church Council to help with the
maintenance of the graveyard; and (3) investigations be made into whether it was possible
to use the money from the solar farms for the groundworks to make the field next to the
Barley Mow suitable for use for community events such as the Winchfield Festival and if
this was possible that a grant of £4,000 be made to the Winchfield Festival but if this was
not possible a grant of £2,000 be made to the Winchfield Festival from the Community
Fund.

(NOTES: (1) Clirs Milnes-James and Williams declared an interest in this item as
members of the Winchfield Festival Limited Company. They remained in the room during
its consideration, spoke and voted; and (2) The application for the grant from Winchfield
Festival had not appeared on the agenda but it had been agreed to consider this item so as
to not unnecessarily delay the progress of the project.)

25.13  Payments for Approval
RESOLVED: That the following payments be approved:

POWERTO
SPEND
Clerk - AB April Salary £394.34* LGA 19725112
Clerk - AB May Salary £394.34 LGA 19725112
Clerk - AB June Salary £394.33 LGA 1972 5112
Clerk - AB July Salary £394.33 LGA 1972 5112
Clerk — AB Expenses (WFH Allowance April £26.00 LGA 19725111
and May)
Clerk — AB Reimbursement for Annual £19.99 LGA 1972 s111
Microsoft Subscription
Winchfield Community | Grant £500.00* LGA 1972 s145
Choir
Winchfield Village Hall | Hall Hire — May 2025 £44.00 LGA 1972 s111
HALC/ NALC HALC/NALC Affiliation Fees £375.00 LGA 1972 5143
2025/2026
DWCYV Horticultural Grant £200.00 LGA 1972 5145
Society
Chantel Tompkins Newsletter Design and Layout £140.00* LGA 1972 s142
Winchfield PCC Grant £2,000.00 LGA 1972 s214
Arthur J Gallagher Insurance £485.57 LGA 1972 5111
April Skies Internal Audit £167.50 LGA 1972 s111
April Skies Internal Audit (underpayment on | £15.00 LGA 1972 5111
interim audit)
BDO External Audit £210.00 LGA 1972 5111
Ready2Print Printing of Spring Newsletter £350.00* LGA 1972 s142
(Transavia)
HALC Training Session for Clerk £18.00 LGA 1972 s111
Christine Strudwick Reimbursement for Adobe £19.97 LGA 1972 s142
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Christine Strudwick Reimbursement for expenses — toy | £90.73 LGA 1972 s145
swap and egg hunt

*Payment already made; expenditure agreed by email and within previously agreed budgets

26 CORRESPONDENCE
No correspondence had been received other than that already forwarded and none that
needed addressing that had not appeared elsewhere on the agenda.

27 ANY OTHER BUSINESS Report Only
None.
28 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Dates of future meetings were noted: 21 July 2025, 15 September 2025, 17 November
2025 starting at 7pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm
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Appendix 1

WINCHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
SUMMARY RECEIPTS & PAYMENT ACCOUNT
4th QUARTER ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Annual budget/  Total to
allocation 31-Mar Figures shown exclusive of VA
RECEIPTS £ £
32,193.00 32,193.00 Precept -
1,106.00 1,552.33 Bank Interest 99.15
3,233.06  8,248.27 Other -
36,532.06 41,993.60
TOTAL RECEIPTS 99.15
PAYMENTS
5,000.00 4,893.49 Net Salaries & Allowances 1,373.61
1,726.00 1,646.90 Administration 572.47
1,351.00 - Election Expenses -
718.00 - Office Equipment -
443.00 - Website Development -
2,744.00 893.75 Repairs & Maintenance -
240.00 - SID Repair & Maintenance -
688.00 64.95 Defib Repair and Maintenance -
500.00 427.32 Insurance Premium -
3,680.00 2,690.00 Grants & Donations 600.00
1,000.00 150.00 Events -
1,100.00 1,121.42 Section 137 372.99
150.00 108.44 Training -
175.00 208.00 Hall Hire 64.00
660.00 515.00 Audit Fees 152.50
430.00 451.00 Subscriptions (HALC/NALC/SLCC) 110.00
475.00 - Other A (Contingencies) -
28,076.00 1,182.49 Other B (Planning Counsel & NDP) -
17,836.00  8,928.61 Community Benefit 100.00
13,614.48  6,110.81 Community Project Fund 4,504.58
17,059.00 - General Reserve -
3,175.17 VAT on payments 971.00
97,665.48 32,567.35
TOTAL PAYMENTS 8,821.15
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD on 01/01/25 74,250.07
ADD Total Receipts (as above) 99.15
LESS Total payments (as above) 8,821.15
Balance Carried forward 31/03/25 65,528.07
These cumulative funds are represented by:
Current Account Balance 2,308.24
Less: Cheques drawn but not debited as at 31.03.25 None -
Deposit Account Balance 34,834.37
Other Account 28,385.46
65,528.07
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WINCHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

BANK RECONCILIATION as at 31/03/2025

LLOYDS BANK

Current Bank Account 01235673
Balance per statement

LLOYDS BANK

Business Reserve Account 07285516
Balance per statement

CAMBRIDGE & COUNTIES

Deposit Account 15012029
Balance per statement

Less unpresented cheques as at 31/03/2025

Cheque Nos: None

TOTAL CASH AT BANK
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